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For many Americans, the world seems upside down or topsy-turvy,
and headed for unbelievable—if not unprecedented—chaos, calamity
and helter skelter. This is true economically, militarily, socially, and in
countless other ways. Countries and regions are coming apart at the
seams; accepted institutions are attacked; lives are uprooted, or ended
in truly savage ways; and little seems sacred or even predictable
anymore. Many lives appear to move at light speed, while others
barely move at all.[2]

An unfathomable global economic crash is predicted, unlike anything
that we have witnessed in our lifetimes.[3] The murderous Russian
dictator Vladimir Putin has seized portions of Georgia and Ukraine
(including Crimea), and may expand his aggression into Europe.[4]
China is flexing its muscles in the Pacific[5]; North Korea continues to
be a loose cannon[6]; the Middle East is imploding, with much worse
yet to come; and terrorists stalk the world, creating death and
destruction.[7] Human trafficking flourishes, while there are problems
with adoptions and illegal immigration.[8]
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Accepted views of marriage are being rewritten; and divorces occur too
often.[9] The inmates are running the asylum. Organized religion is
under attack.[10] America’s history is challenged for being racist, with
attempts being made to rewrite it. Riots have been occurring in
American cities, provoked by hoods, thugs and criminals. So-called
man-made “global warming” and “climate change” are being pushed
worldwide, even though it is clear that our planet has gone through
warming and cooling periods for millions of years. Also, other natural
disasters are occurring.[11]

Americans’ trust in business[12], Congress and our elected officials[13],
the law and judiciary[14], the police, government in general—and in the
future—are shaken each and every day. The old “norms” seem to be
gone. Replacing them appears to be anarchy, certainly in the Middle
East and Africa, where countries and regions are fragmenting, and
order and the value of human lives are in short supply. Those who stay
abreast of the news see barbarism in action, which is all too reminiscent
of what is portrayed in Hollywood films.

Yet, whether one is a Republican or a Democrat or an Independent or
something else—and regardless of one’s skin color, ethnicity or
religious beliefs—there is hope and plenty of it.[15] We are Americans!
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