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By Timothy D. Naegele[1]

It is been said that Ulysses S. Grant’s memoirs are the finest written by an American president, and this
assessment may well be true, which is among the reasons why I wanted to read them. Abraham Lincoln
held Grant in very high regard, and credited both Grant and General William Tecumseh Sherman with
winning the Civil War militarily and thereby preserving the Union. Grant returned Lincoln’s respect and
praise, both in the words that he wrote and in his decision not to become a presidential candidate in 1864 —
and probably become a very formidable rival, according to Lincoln’s keen political judgment.

It is a shame that Grant did not write about his own two-term presidency, and instead concluded his
memoirs with the war’s end. However, he died of throat cancer in 1885, twenty years after the “rebellion”
ended and less than a week after completing work on the memoirs, which were written in large part to
provide much-needed financial security for his beloved wife, Julia Dent Grant. They accomplished their
purpose, and were encouraged and edited by his friend, Mark Twain.

While I am not a student of the Civil War, nor of the other campaigns in which Grant served —all of which
are discussed in great detail —his memoirs give the reader a window into the man and the war that wrenched
and transformed this nation, and produced so much carnage on both sides. Like Dwight D. Eisenhower and
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other famous generals, Grant concludes: “[T]his war was a fearful lesson, and should teach us the necessity
of avoiding wars in the future.”

However, Grant adds: “To maintain peace in the future it is necessary to be prepared for war. ... [U]nless
we are prepared for it we may be in danger of a combined movement being some day made to crush us
out.” With respect to former slaves, Grant writes: “[H]e was brought to our shores by compulsion, and he
now should be considered as having as good a right to remain here as any other class of our citizens.”

As to the future of our nation and the healing of its wounds, he concluded:

The war has made us a nation of great power and intelligence. ... I feel we are on the eve of a
new era, when there is to be great harmony between the [North and South]. I cannot stay to be
a living witness to the correctness of this prophecy; but I feel it within me that it is to be so.
The universally kind feeling expressed for me at a time when it was supposed that each day
would prove my last, seemed to me the beginning of the answer to “Let us have peace.”

The expressions of these kindly feelings were not restricted to a section of the country, nor to a
division of the people. They came from individual citizens of all nationalities; from all
denominations —the Protestant, the Catholic, and the Jew; and from various societies of the
land —scientific, educational, religious, or otherwise. Politics did not enter into the matter at all.

Grant dedicated his memoirs to the “American Soldier And Sailor”; and it seems true, as Geoffrey Perret
has written, “he was modest, sensitive, generous, honest, and superlatively intelligent. Grant’s courage, both
moral and physical, was a matter of record.” He lives on through his words and deeds, having saved a
nation—albeit not being recognized fully as the American hero that he was.

© 2010, Timothy D. Naegele

[1] Timothy D. Naegele was counsel to the U.S. Senate Banking Committee, and chief of staff to
Presidential Medal of Freedom and Congressional Gold Medal recipient and former U.S. Senator Edward
W. Brooke (R-Mass), the first black senator since Reconstruction after the U.S. Civil War. He practices law
in Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles with his firm, Timothy D. Naegele & Associates
(www.naegele.com). He has an undergraduate degree in economics from UCLA, as well as two law
degrees from the School of Law (Boalt Hall), University of California, Berkeley, and from Georgetown
University. He is a member of the District of Columbia and California bars. He served as a Captain in the
U.S. Army, assigned to the Defense Intelligence Agency at the Pentagon, where he received the Joint
Service Commendation Medal. Mr. Naegele is an Independent politically; and he is listed in Who’s Who in
America, Who’s Who in American Law, and Who’s Who in Finance and Business. He has written
extensively over the years. See, e.g., www.naegele.com/whats new.html#articles

[2] See http://www.amazon.com/Personal-Memoirs-Ulysses-Modern-Library/dp/0375752285/ref=cm_cr-
mr-title

Possibly related posts: (automatically generated)

e The Great Depression I1?
e Review: Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant

http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/ Page 2 of 7


http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/#_ednref
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/whats_new.html#articles
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/#_ednref
http://www.amazon.com/Personal-Memoirs-Ulysses-Modern-Library/dp/0375752285/ref=cm_cr-mr-title
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2009/12/16/the-great-depression-ii/
http://capitolism.wordpress.com/2010/03/13/review-personal-memoirs-of-ulysses-s-grant/

Ulysses S. Grant: An American Hero « NaegeleBlog 3/21/10 7:35 PM

e Free or Inexpensive American Civil War Titles for Kindle
e Ulysses Grant Returns

« Ronald Reagan and John F. Kennedy: A Question of Character Jefferson. Lincoln And America »

Actions

) EJ Comments RSS
) @ Trackback
o B Edit

Information

e Date : March 21,2010

e Tags: Abraham Lincoln, America, American Civil War, Catholic, Civil War, Congress, Dwight D.
Eisenhower, Eisenhower, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, General Sherman, General William
Tecumseh Sherman, Geoffrey Perret, Grant, Jew, Julia Dent Grant, Lincoln, Mark Twain, Naegele,
Perret, presidency, president, President Dwight D. Eisenhower, President Eisenhower, President
Grant, President Lincoln, President Ulysses S. Grant, Protestant, Samuel Langhorne Clemens, slaves,
Timothy D. Naegele, U.S. Civil War, Ulysses S. Grant, United States, United States Civil War, war,
White House

e (Categories : Google News, Yahoo!, google

Leave a comment

Logged in as naegeleblog. Log out »

I: Submit comment :I

You are the author of this post.

NaegeleBlog Pages

e About

http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/ Page 3 of 7


http://wigwags.wordpress.com/2009/02/28/free-or-inexpensive-american-civil-war-titles-for-kindle/
http://haysvillelibrary.wordpress.com/2010/01/26/ulysses-grant-returns/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/20/ronald-reagan-and-john-f-kennedy-a-question-of-character/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/22/jefferson-lincoln-and-america/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/feed/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/trackback/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post.php?action=edit&post=743
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/abraham-lincoln/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/america/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/american-civil-war/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/catholic/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/civil-war/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/congress/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/dwight-d-eisenhower/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/eisenhower/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/general-dwight-d-eisenhower/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/general-sherman/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/general-william-tecumseh-sherman/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/geoffrey-perret/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/grant/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/jew/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/julia-dent-grant/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/lincoln/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/mark-twain/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/naegele/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/perret/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/presidency/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/president/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/president-dwight-d-eisenhower/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/president-eisenhower/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/president-grant/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/president-lincoln/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/president-ulysses-s-grant/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/protestant/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/samuel-langhorne-clemens/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/slaves/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/timothy-d-naegele/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/u-s-civil-war/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/ulysses-s-grant/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/united-states/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/united-states-civil-war/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/war/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/white-house/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/google-news/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/yahoo/
http://en.wordpress.com/tag/google/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/wp-admin/profile.php
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/wp-login.php?action=logout&redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fnaegeleblog.wordpress.com%2F2010%2F03%2F21%2Fulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero%2F&_wpnonce=9edee75c00
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/about/

Ulysses S. Grant: An American Hero « NaegeleBlog

Recent Posts

Jefferson. Lincoln And America

Ulysses S. Grant: An American Hero

Ronald Reagan and John F. Kennedy: A Question of Character
America: A Rich Tapestry Of Life

Israel’s Senseless Killings And War With Iran

Ansel Adams Has An Heir

Russia’s Putin Is A Killer

The Silent Voices Of Stalin’s Soviet Holocaust And Mao’s Chinese Holocaust

Lawyers And Internet Scams

The End Of Barack Obama

EMP Attack: Only 30 Million Americans Survive
Alexander the Great

Tovota And Lexus Vehicles Are Unsafe

Barack Obama: America’s Second Emperor?
Human Trafficking

Blogroll

* NaegeleBlog (USA Today)

e Timothy D. Naegele’s Instablog (Seeking Alpha)
* WordPress.com

* WordPress.org

e Zimbio (Timothy D. Naegele articles)

Links

¢ "Euphoria or the Obama Depression?" (McClatchy)
¢ "Greenspan's Fingerprints All Over Enduring Mess" (American Banker)

e "Interview with Timothy D. Naegele" (Phil's StockWorld)
* "Interview with Timothy D. Naegele" (Seeking Alpha)
* Bankingl.aw.com

* Naegele.com

e Timothy D. Naegele & Associates

* Timothy D. Naegele & Associates: Attorneys

* Timothy D. Naegele & Associates: Links

e Timothy D. Naegele & Associates: What's New

* Timothy D. Naegele Resume

* Timothy D. Naegele: Other Articles

* Timothy D. Naegele: Published Articles

| Search |

http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/

3/21/10 7:35 PM

Page 4 of 7


http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/22/jefferson-lincoln-and-america/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/20/ronald-reagan-and-john-f-kennedy-a-question-of-character/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/26/america-a-rich-tapestry-of-life/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/20/israels-senseless-killings-and-war-with-iran/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/12/ansel-adams-has-an-heir/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/09/russias-putin-is-a-killer/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/06/the-silent-voices-of-stalin%e2%80%99s-soviet-holocaust-and-mao%e2%80%99s-chinese-holocaust/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/31/lawyers-and-internet-scams/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/20/the-end-of-barack-obama/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/19/emp-attack-only-30-million-americans-survive/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/17/alexander-the-great/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/04/toyota-and-lexus-vehicles-are-unsafe/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/01/barack-obama-america%e2%80%99s-second-emperor/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2009/12/28/human-trafficking/
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?plckPersonaPage=PersonaBlog&plckUserId=1794315eaaaac1e7&UID=1794315eaaaac1e7&plckScript=personaScript&plckController=PersonaBlog&plckElementId=personaDest&loc=interstitialskip
http://seekingalpha.com/user/522421/instablog
http://wordpress.com/
http://wordpress.org/
http://www.zimbio.com/member/hikercoast/articles
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/news/tms/politics/2009/Apr/08/euphoria_or_the_obama_depression_.html
http://www.americanbanker.com/issues/173_212/-365185-1.html
http://www.philstockworld.com/2009/10/11/greenspan%E2%80%99s-legacy-more-suffering-to-come/
http://seekingalpha.com/instablog/2951-ilene/31177-interview-with-timothy-d-naegele
http://www.bankinglaw.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/attorneys.html#tdn
http://www.naegele.com/links.html
http://www.naegele.com/whats_new.html
http://www.naegele.com/naegele_resume.html
http://www.naegele.com/OtherArticles.htm
http://www.naegele.com/whats_new.html#articles

Ulysses S. Grant: An American Hero « NaegeleBlog

NaegeleBlog Feed

Ulysses S. Grant: An American Hero

Ronald Reagan and John F. Kennedy: A Question of Character

America: A Rich Tapestry Of Life

Israel’s Senseless Killings And War With Iran
Ansel Adams Has An Heir

Russia’s Putin Is A Killer

The Silent Voices Of Stalin’s Soviet Holocaust And Mao’s Chinese Holocaust

Lawyvers And Internet Scams
The End Of Barack Obama

EMP Attack: Only 30 Million Americans Survive

RSS - Posts
RSS - Comments
NaegeleBlog Subscription

You are subscribed to this blog (manage).

Archives

March 2010
February 2010

January 2010
December 2009

Calendar of NaegeleBlog Posts

March 2010
MTWTTV FS S

1 234567
8 9 1011121314
151617 18 1920 21
22 232425262728
2930 31

« Feb

Meta

e Site Admin

http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/

3/21/10 7:35 PM

Page 5 of 7


http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/feed/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/20/ronald-reagan-and-john-f-kennedy-a-question-of-character/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/26/america-a-rich-tapestry-of-life/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/20/israels-senseless-killings-and-war-with-iran/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/12/ansel-adams-has-an-heir/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/09/russias-putin-is-a-killer/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/06/the-silent-voices-of-stalin%e2%80%99s-soviet-holocaust-and-mao%e2%80%99s-chinese-holocaust/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/31/lawyers-and-internet-scams/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/20/the-end-of-barack-obama/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/19/emp-attack-only-30-million-americans-survive/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/feed/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/feed/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/comments/feed/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/comments/feed/
http://dashboard.wordpress.com/wp-admin/index.php?page=subscriptions
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2009/12/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/20/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/22/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/wp-admin/

Ulysses S. Grant: An American Hero « NaegeleBlog 3/21/10 7:35 PM

Log out
Entries RSS

Comments RSS
WordPress.com

Ronald Reagan and John F. Kennedy: A Question of Character
Jefferson. Lincoln And America

Israel's Senseless Killings And War With Iran

Russia's Putin Is A Killer

The End Of Barack Obama

EMP Attack: Only 30 Million Americans Survive

A

Frankie Pintado on Tovota And Lexus Vehicles Are...

VAV

A G N) <

Frankie Pintado on Tovota And Lexus Vehicles Are...

;)A

<

Frankie Pintado on Ronald Reagan and John F. Kenn...

: '747

ral

;

naegeleblog on Russia’s Putin Is A...

naegeleblog on The End Of Barack Obama

naegeleblog on Israel’s Senseless Killi...

naegeleblog on Ronald Reagan and John F. Kenn...

naegeleblog on The End Of Barack Obama

naegeleblog on The End Of Barack Obama

naegeleblog on Toyota And Lexus Vehicles Are...

naegeleblog on Toyota And Lexus Vehicles Are...

4
4
v
v
v
4
4
v

http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/ Page 6 of 7


http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/wp-login.php?action=logout&redirect_to=http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com%2F2010%2F03%2F21%2Fulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero%2F
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/feed/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/comments/feed/
http://wordpress.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/20/ronald-reagan-and-john-f-kennedy-a-question-of-character/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/22/jefferson-lincoln-and-america/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/20/israels-senseless-killings-and-war-with-iran/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/09/russias-putin-is-a-killer/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/20/the-end-of-barack-obama/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/19/emp-attack-only-30-million-americans-survive/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/04/toyota-and-lexus-vehicles-are-unsafe/#comment-276
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/04/toyota-and-lexus-vehicles-are-unsafe/#comment-275
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/20/ronald-reagan-and-john-f-kennedy-a-question-of-character/#comment-274
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/09/russias-putin-is-a-killer/#comment-273
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/20/the-end-of-barack-obama/#comment-272
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/20/israels-senseless-killings-and-war-with-iran/#comment-270
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/20/ronald-reagan-and-john-f-kennedy-a-question-of-character/#comment-269
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/20/the-end-of-barack-obama/#comment-268
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/20/the-end-of-barack-obama/#comment-267
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/04/toyota-and-lexus-vehicles-are-unsafe/#comment-266
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/04/toyota-and-lexus-vehicles-are-unsafe/#comment-265

Ulysses S. Grant: An American Hero « NaegeleBlog

naegeleblog on Israel’s Senseless Killi...

naegeleblog on Toyota And Lexus Vehicles Are...

naegeleblog on Israel’s Senseless Killi...

naegeleblog on Toyota And Lexus Vehicles Are...

Blog at WordPress.com ¢ Freshy theme by Jide.

http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/03/21/ulysses-s-grant-an-american-hero/

3/21/10 7:35 PM

Page 7 of 7


http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/20/israels-senseless-killings-and-war-with-iran/#comment-264
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/04/toyota-and-lexus-vehicles-are-unsafe/#comment-262
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/02/20/israels-senseless-killings-and-war-with-iran/#comment-261
http://www.naegele.com/
http://www.naegele.com/
http://naegeleblog.wordpress.com/2010/01/04/toyota-and-lexus-vehicles-are-unsafe/#comment-260
http://wordpress.com/
http://www.jide.fr/

